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Profile of Wong Wai-ying

Miss Wong is currently a student guidance officer in a primary school, She has more than 20 years
of experience as a primary and secondary school teacher and in providing school guidance and
counselling services. She loves children and cherishes a dream. She also hopes that every one of
the children cherishes their own dream. You may contact Miss Wong at
http://blog.yahoo.com/wongyolanda or via email at wong_yolanda_618@yahoo.com.hk
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Nothing is Gained by Indolence? My Son is Lazy?
How to Stimulate Creativity in Children? (Synopsis)

| have two gifted children. Raymond has high self-learning
capacity and | do not worry about him. However, it is quite
another story for his elder brother Wilson. He is humorous and
adopts an unconventional but unconstrained lifestyle. In the
course of his development, he gave me quite a few “surprises”

Wilson is now a 21-year-old sophomore. He hated inflexible
teaching styles since he was a boy. He did not care much about
his homework and the examinations. Instead of studying
industriously, he was always fond of doing something to
amuse himself. In high school, he became obsessed with novel
writing. As a result, his performance in HKCEE and HKALE left
much to be desired. He got no offer from the universities he
wanted to attend. Finally, he entered the Open University of
Hong Kong and took the bachelor’s degree course in Creative
Writing and Film Arts Society. That was the course that
matched his personality and ability. He was in his element and
became the most outstanding student in his class. In the past
twao years, he received the awards for best screenwriter twice.

When Wilson was a pupil, | would not repress his “senseless”

activities lest he would be deprived of the childhood joy and

the opportunities to raise his self-esteem through such self-
amusing activities. | believed that an intimate parents-children
relationship, not the test scores, was the main factor that
helped Wilson to boost his self-esteem.

| understand that Wilson's creativity can only be cultivated in a
non-competitive environment where he is under no pressure
or, better still, when he is regarded as lazy and hedonistic.

By parenting gifted children like Raymond and Wilson,
| believed that a favourable environment and an appropriate
parental teaching style, adequate freedom for them to
develop and a warm family are necessary for them to stretch
their full potentials.

An old Chinese goes, “Reward lies ahead of diligence, but
nothing is gained by indolence! But for Wilson, it is just the
opposite. Having fun is indispensible in his life because his
dream is to accomplish artistic and academic achievements
through his creativity sparked by fun.

| considered myself lucky enough to have a gifted child like
Wilson, who does not waste his exceptional intelligence and
realise his dreams in a creative career.
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