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Background


     I within 5A, a heterogeneous classroom, use tiered assignments in order to meet the diverse needs of the students within the class.   
Aims:

It is a provision of catering for the learning needs of the Gifted
Strategies:


 For those who are very smart, work very fast, got very high exam result and good at task performance, group as super-super, need to do something different for English.

Ways of Tiered Assignments

· Tiered by Products

· Tiered by process
· Tiered by resources

· Tiered by challenge level

· Tiered by complexity

· Tiered by outcomes
Tiered by Products
· Take into consideration of students’ multiple intelligences

Tiered by process

· Take into consideration of students’ learning styles

· Allow students to attain the same learning goal through different means

Tiered by resources

· Take into consideration of available resources; Teacher gives English newspaper to the super-super students every week.
· Select resources/skills that students can get hold of 
Tiered by challenge level

· Grade the assignments at different levels of difficulties

· Students progress along with their own abilities

· Can make reference to “higher level Questioning” 
Tiered by complexity

· Grade the assignment into different level of complexity

· Allow students to choose the level that is commensurate to their abilities

Tiered by outcomes

· Allow students to attain different learning outcomes upon the same learning materials

Features of Tiered Assignments 

· Being adopted in a regular classroom of mixed ability students;

· No pre-identification is needed;

· The justification for the adoption of tiered assignments is learning-outcomes-oriented; (refer to students’ writing Log)
· Common in core content but variations in assignments and instructions in depth and breadth; 

· Flexible grouping of students in every lesson. 

Advantages of Tiered Assignments 

· Greater viability;

· Allow equal opportunities for gifted and non-gifted learners; 

· Provision of equal standpoint of the students when they proceed to next lessons and classes; 

· A series of tiered assignments is a self-explained tool of identification;

· A strategy ready for incorporation with other curriculum designs for the gifted.
Limitations of Tiered Assignments

· Tiered assignments are a strategy of catering the learning needs of the gifted in regular classroom.  Other curriculum designs must be introduced when more advanced provision of catering is required by the gifted students.

